
QUARRYFEST  
A Great Day Out  
 The QuarryFest held on Sunday November 1st was a 

gloriously fine, sunny, happy, successful day. Our thanks 

go to Dulcie, in particular, for her organisational ability her 

eye for detail, the huge amount of time she spent and her 

continual charm and cheerfulness throughout the months of 

preparation and on the day itself. 

 We have many others to thank for their support and 

time and I take this opportunity to do just that. 

¶ The Te Puna Quarry Summer Trust  for organis- 

ing the day long, high quality entertainment in the 

amphitheatre, on the Dragon Lawn and the buskers. Papa 

Crete was hugely entertaining and attracted groups of 

onlookers wherever he went. 

¶ The Quarry Volunteers who directed and parked 

the traffic, manned the entrance gate, sorted and helped the 

stall holders, set up the stage, coped with the Great Garden 

Sale, drove the shuttle buses and generally helped the 

smooth running of the day. 

¶ The  many stall holders who support us  by com- 

ing along with their wares, set up their tables and tents 

attractively and happily. 

¶ Our  neighbours  Hugh  and  Laurie  for  making 

their paddocks available for parking and putting up with 

the resultant flattened grass. 

¶ The  performers and  entertainers  who provided  

us with pleasure and fun. 

 I am sure there are many others I should thank.  

Please accept our gratitude for all those who help and 

support us and that includes the public who come along in 

droves. 

Shirley Sparks 

Papa Crete entertained the crowd training a young helper 

The Tauranga Brass Band playing on the Dragon lawn  

was popular as was chainsaw artist, Warwick Lilley 

Itõs Funky Junk time again! 

CASH PRIZES TO BE WON  -   Get creative!  
 

This will be the fourth Funky Junk day at the Quarry as 

part of the Environment Centreõs Sustainable Back-

yardsõ month.  There are cash prizes for Creativity  and 

Peopleõs Choice.  This year we hope to have a  

special prize for childrenõs entries. 

New this year (and there will be a prize!) is  

Environmental Art created from natural materials.  

Bring your own of find bits and pieces in the Quarry - 

sticks, fern fronds (dry), toe toe, little stones, leaves 

and your imagination.   

Entries can be made beforehand to the Tauranga  

Environmental Centre phone 5786664 or email 

tgaec.sby@xtra.co.nz or phone Jo 5525789.   

There will also be added attractions for you to enjoy.  

Buskers are invited to bring music to the Quarry.  

SUNDAY, March 21 - From 10.30am.   

 Exhibitors set up from 9am          
           

          ENTRY IS FREE 
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More Quarry Happenings  
 

 The Quarry Park continues to exude its magic on the 

many visitors who walk the tracks.  Some arrive somewhat 

unexpectedly, investigating the road signs on State 

Highway 2.  Some decide to come in ófor onceô after 

passing the signs many, many times.  Some make a point 

of coming often with friends, family and/or visitors, to 

share the jewel of Te Puna and to exchange the stories that 

go with it.  Some come to enjoy the butterflies or the 

orchids, or the many other plantings.  Some come to enjoy 

the extensive views over the Bay of Plenty from the upper 

terraces.  Some come to locate and identify the sculptures.  

Many come for fitness and exercise.  (We get our fitness 

and exercise by working there!)  Some explore and 

discover all the various paths that lead to other exciting 

and interesting areas instead of staying only on the main 

track. 

Naughty Gambusia   

 Some folk come with nets, sieves and containers 

expecting to catch tadpoles, only to discover that what 

they have caught are not tadpoles at all .  They have netted 

tiny fish  known as gambusia.  These are naughty fish that 

nibble the fins of other fish and thus cause their demise.  

They may also have prevented the breeding of frogs by 

eating their eggs.  However, it would seem the frogs might 

Whatôs Happening  at the Quarry 
 

Fire Danger  
 The long spell of dry weather has increased the fire 

danger considerably and despite the odd shower in the last 

few days, the risk of ground vegetation and dry leaves etc 

catching alight from a carelessly thrown down cigarette 

butt is very real.   

 We therefore urge people not to smoke while 

visiting the Quarry Park. 
 

Eric Geddes Grove  
 We have felled the pines in the small area between 

the top pond (now called the ôFrog Pondô) and the 

Succulent area; and during this year will upgrade the 

tracks and plant the grove with appropriate native trees.  It 

will become the Eric Geddes Grove in honour of Eric who 

worked so long as a volunteer and died last year.  
 

Main Track  
 We have asked Western Bay of Plenty District 

Council if we can óborrowô the services of a roading expert 

to inspect the Main Track and advise on upgrading the 

surface (a) to stop stormwater eroding some areas (b) 

make the surface of the steeper parts safer (from slipping) 

for walkers.  We have numerous complaints from visitors 

who have fallen coming downhill and reckon this is bad 

public relations! 
 

Sensory Garden  
 This garden continues to draw very positive 

comments from many people - particularly those who are a 

little ótotteryô on their feet and not keen on heading uphill, 

and of course those who are blind or partly blind and those 

in wheelchairs.  The garden takes a bit of upkeep but is 

much appreciated. 
 

Volunteers  
 An old story but a true one.  The whole place is 

looked after by volunteers and at this time of the year there 

arenôt nearly enough of us to keep on top of the weeds in 

some areas.  We would therefore love to see more people 

on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons, so please 

think seriously aboutit.  Joining the volunteer group is also 

a great social activity and you donôt have to be physically 

flat out.  Taking it fairly easily is good fun too. 

Chas. Kerr 

Some of our people enjoying the  

Volunteersô Breakfast last year 

 

Tuesday Mornings and Thursday Afternoons 
are Official Volunteer Work periods  

 

For more information phone Jo 5525789  
or Nelson 5442654 
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Please Help Our Butterflies    
   

     I hope everyone has planted at least one swan 

plant for the Monarch caterpillars, you really need 

three or four, or if there are too many butterflies laying 

eggs take some of the eggs off or plant more in 

different parts of the garden so that they do not all get 

eaten down at the same time. Cover plants so they 

recover. 

     At the moment ants and 

wasps are eating the eggs, but the 

wasps will change their diet in 

February and the caterpillars will 

have a free run till April,  May.  

     Take the top of the plant out at 40 cm,  so they 

branch to keep the plants bushy. There are several 

different swan plants and 

also a tropical one which 

has orange and yellow 

flowers.  Seed of these 

can be purchased from the 

Monarch Butterfly Trust 

C/- Russell Post Office, or for information about 

butterflies email www.monarch.org.nz   

     If you have problems with too many caterpillars 

or too many, or not enough swan plants, phone me in 

the evening 07 576 4752 and I will try and help or give 

you more information.  

Could also help with plants 

at a reasonable price to 

cover costs.                                

                    Mary Parkinson 

Please plant nectar 

plants for the 

Butterflies! 

I am looking for clean 
top soil for our Butterfly 

Garden - same phone 
number. 

have won the war as we have recently heard their joyous 

croaking in and around the Quarry ponds.  The gambusias 

were first introduced as ómosquito gobblersô and so they 

have proved to be  - a fortunate quality in the somewhat 

stagnant waters of the Quarry Park ponds. 

 Some of our volunteers have had a big cleanup of the 

Frog Pond and it is looking much more attractive.  Thank 

you chaps. 

 

Summer Weeding  
 It is so nice to be able to carry out some of our 

weeding activities in the shade of the maturing tees and 

shrubs on the west bank.   So different to the first six years 

working those steep and treacherous slopes in the blazing 

heat.  As the Quarry Park gets the full blast of the summer 

sun weeding can become fairly onerous.  We are trimming 

up and levelling various pathways that zig-zag throughout 

the west bank and these are pleasant, varied and 

worthwhile, certainly worth exploring.  They can lead you 

up to the Naturally Native area, the Palm Grove, the Nikau 

plantation, on to the sub- tropicals and the Tane Tree Trust 

plantings.  Beyond that the NZ cabbage trees, inspired by 

our visit to Tiritiri Matangi island, are doing really well and 

making quite a show.  Cabbage trees are a good source of 

food for birds and add to the many other trees and shrubs 

that have been chosen for this purpose. 
 

What is the name of this stream?  
 In early December all the volunteers were invited to 

walk the new track being formed up the gully of the NZ 

Native Bush area on the east side of the Quarry Park.  Four 

dedicated volunteers have created a track, which includes a 

substantial low bridge over a watercourse, leading past the 

newly planted slip, to views of a small, attractive waterfall 

set amongst pongas and cascading over black rocks. 

 The stream, according to a draft report to Western 

Bay of Plenty District Council  dated 4 April 1992, is 

known as the OTURU STREAM.  But we have some local 

information.  I quote from the letter of a former landholder 

and resident of the property adjoining the Quarry Park, who 

gathered historic information from talks in the 1970ôs and 

early 1980ôs with several identities of Te Puna:  ñthe 

waterfall in the Quarry Park Reserve is called óTE MIMI O 

TUANEHEô ò [which is slightly rude]. After heavy rain the 

waterfall spouts out away from the cliff and was very 

visible when the hill was only clad in fern and scrub.ò  She 

goes on to write, ñTE KARAKA STREAM flows from this 

waterfall.ò  So, here we have two names for different parts 

of the same stream. 

 Further information would be welcome. Whatever 

the name, we have a resource to be treasured and nurtured.  

It must have been spectacular on the night the mighty slip 

came down!  Fortunately this occurred alongside the 

waterfall itself and, although the landslide was not seen at 

the time, it was  certainly heard  by neighbouring residents 

who described it as being like a goods train passing right 

alongside their house. 

Shirley Sparks 


